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BS”D 

18
th

 of Tammuz, 5770 

To the Crown Heights Jewish Community: 

This coming Tuesday, July 6
th

 there will be a runoff election for 2 additional members to the Vaad 

Hakohol/CHJCC. You must vote for two out of three candidates to have your ballot counted. The three 

candidates are: Fishel Brownstein, Rabbi Shea Hecht and Yossi Hackner. 

We feel compelled to share with you some important facts that will help you understand why this election is 

very important, and why it’s crucial that you vote for Rabbi Shea Hecht and Yossi Hackner only. 

Unfortunately, we must also tell you why not to vote for Fishel Brownstein. 

Fishel Brownstein is a very nice gentleman. He’s a well established member of Crown Heights for many years, he 

has a beautiful family with exceptionally good children, and he earns a respectable living as a CPA, and he is a 

very nice personable fellow and a Chasidisher Yungerman, who is respected by many who know him. 

However, like every human being, a person is always in danger of making mistakes, we think that Fishel erred 

gravely, under the wrong influences of some very destructive forces in our community. 

Fishel Brownstein vs. Rav Osdoba: 

· Last year, when the now cancelled elections were held, Fishel was drafted by certain elements in Crown 

Heights so he could give them a face of respectability. And indeed, in that election, Fishel got by far 

more votes than any other candidate that ran in that election. 

When Rabbi Osdoba Shlita instructed Fishel not to run as a candidate in that election, Mr. Brownstein 

responded:  

"I .... demand that you cease and desist from all efforts to prevent or interfere with the upcoming elections". In a 

subsequent paragraph, Fishel went on to instruct Rav Osdoba: "We ... demand that you cease and desist from 

any further use of such fraudulent letterhead and that the remaining copies thereof be destroyed immediately". 

Is this how you would like your elected leader to speak to our Rabbonim? Can such a man be trusted with the 

mission of restoring peace and harmony to our Bais Din? 

Fishel Brownstein blackmails and threatens with Mesira: 

· After the election Fishel called over Dr. Tzvi Lang, and he warned him; “if you work with us, we will have 

a friendly inside audit; if you don’t cooperate we’ll have an outside audit/investigation conducted against 

the Vaad”. 

Fishel Brownstein assists in Mesira: 

· After the election, in the dark of night, under cover from Mendy Hendel and his men, Fishel broke into 

the offices of the JCC. After he cracked the codes of the computers, Fishel the CPA, went on to search 
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for dirt that Eli Poltorac the attorney, needed to prepare their frivolous Mesira against us and the 

Rabbonim, the Rebbe’s Gmach, private individuals, and major businesses on Kingston Ave. 

Fishel is not a bad man; he is just a tool in the hands of certain people in whom he put his blind trust. Anything 

they say, Fishel does. 

Fishel Brownstein takes orders from Mendy Hendel: 

· At a public meeting held on Sunday June 20
th

, in the offices of the CHJCC, Rabbi Rosenberg announced 

that he received an email from Mr. Brownstein that he is no longer a candidate for Vaad 

Hakohol/CHJCC. Later during that meeting, Fishel himself reiterated publicly his final decision to 

withdraw his candidacy for Vaad Hakohol/CHJCC. When Mendy Hendel heard this, he pulled Fishel out 

of the room and he forced Fishel to change his mind against his and his family’s wishes.  

Fishel obeys Mendy Hendel’s commands. 

Fishel Brownstein represented by Eli Poltorac: 

· During that meeting, Eli Poltorac announced that Fishel Brownstein will under no circumstances sit at 

the same table with Rabbi Shea Hecht in the Vaad Hakohol/CHJCC. 

Fishel Brownstein the CPA vs. Rabbi Schwei: 

· Another important revelation at that meeting was that the Vaad Hakohol under the leadership of 

chairman Fishel the CPA owes Rabbi Schwei over $60,000 in backpay. This, in spite of the fact that 

Fishel campaigned on a promise to make sure that Rabbi Schwei gets paid, and he had the full and 

unequivocal support and backing of one of the wealthiest members of our community who flaunts his 

money for influence and power to benefit Fishel and his group. Still, somehow Rabbi Schwei lost out. 

Let’s not forget the hundreds of thousands that they spent on their election campaigns, the court suits, 

and the Din Torah which they were sure that they’ll win. But for the Rav there was not enough money. 

Fishel Brownstein & his mashpia vs. you; the voter: 

· An eye opener was a lecture in Ahavas Yisroel given to us by one of the leading Mashpiyim of 

Brownsteins camp at the above mentioned meeting; he berated the community for electing to the Vaad 

a Jew who doesn’t fit his velt antchaung. To him this was proof of how low we/you can fall, and he 

demanded that the election be therefore declared null and void. 

At that same meeting, Mendy Hendel went even further by declaring that the fact that his candidates 

didn’t win the election, only proves how you the voters are totally confused and that you don’t really 

know what you want, therefore, Hendel demanded that we do over the election from the beginning, so 

that he can make sure that the voters vote the right way for Sperlin, Poltorac, Brownstein and Cadaner. 

Fishel Brownstein vs. your children and the camp scholarship fund: 

· During the last campaign (3 weeks ago), Fishel asked you to vote for him, in his campaign letter he 

announced a scholarship fund that he is running to benefit the children of Crown Heights. 
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After the election, the scholarship fund mysteriously disappeared, there are no more funds, and as 

reported in the words of Chanina Sperlin: “I heard the guy whos gives it is not happy with the election 

results, so he doesn’t wana give it.” In other words, the sponsor promised the money on condition that 

you elect Fishel & friends, since you didn’t vote for them, your children are being punished, no more 

scholarships. 

Dear Friends: 

When the Psak Din came out almost three months ago, this is what we expected from Fishel Brownstein:  

1) To apologize to Rav Osdoba Shlita (and all the other Rabbonim) for the negative past, and a promise to 

work together in unity for a peaceful community. 

 

This didn’t happen! 

 

2) We hoped that Fishel would withdraw the mesira against us from court by entering the Psak into the 

court record, and have the case closed forever
1
. 

 

This didn’t happen! 

 

3) We thought that Fishel will make sure that Rabbi Segal gets a key to his office, and that he will return all 

the stolen Beis Din documents. 

 

This didn’t happen! 

 

4) We were sure that Fishel the CPA will see to it that Rabbi Segal gets his backpay and that his salary will 

be paid as mandated by the Psak. 

 

This didn’t happen! 

If our fantasy would’ve actually transpired, we would endorse the true repenters, the healers of our community, 

and we would campaign vigorously for their election. There is nothing greater than a true Baal Teshuva. 

Instead, they dug in their heels to proclaim their self-righteousness and asked for your vote regardless of their 

failure to live up to the letter and spirit of the Psak.  

Three weeks ago over 2000 strong voted, and you spoke loudly and clearly; we’ve had enough of this old 

Machlokes and Mesira, you elected Zaki Tamir, a fairly unknown but Rav respecting individual, as the only 

elected member of the next Vaad hakohol. 

If you want to complete the job, you must elect people who don’t bring with them baggage of the past. 

                                                           
1
 True, he grudgingly stopped the action in court per the Psak to satisfy Rabbi Rosenberg, still the case is radioactive and can 

be brought back into court without a problem at a whim. 
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· If we are looking forward to have a renewed and strengthened Bais Din we can’t have people in the 

Vaad who have absolute contempt for the senior Rav of our community. 

· If we want to break with the past we can’t have a person on the Vaad who filed a vicious Mesira against 

Rabbonim and Askanim and Mosdos of Crown Heights. 

· If we want to start over with a clean slate, we can’t have a member in the Vaad who till this day still 

hasn’t closed the mesira court case for good, and we have to live in constant fear that Fishel may get 

angry with us and he’ll reopen the case and pursue the Mesira against us and the Gmach once again. 

· If we want to have a vaad that cares for our children we can’t have a member in the vaad who trades 

camp scholarships for votes. 

· If we want to live in peace without fear of frivolous lawsuits, we can’t elect a member who threatens 

with “either you cooperate or I bring in an outside investigation” = Mesira! 

· If we want to give a third Rav a chance, and the entire Bais Din a leg to stand on, we can’t rely on a 

member who with all the goodwill and financial backing isn’t even able to pay and lookout for the Rav 

that ‘he’ calls ‘his own’. 

In short:  

1) Fishel doesn’t have a mind of his own. 

2) Fishel is Mendy Hendel’s man. 

3) Fishel is an active participant in the Mesira against us. 

4) Fishel still hasn’t closed the Mesira completely, and he may reopen it at will anytime. 

5) Fishel still hasn’t returned Rav Segal to his office. 

6) Fishel still hasn’t paid Rav Segal his due pay. 

7) Fishel has shown absolute contempt for Rav Osdoba and still hasn’t apologized. 

8) Fishel tried to buy your votes with promises of a scholarship fund that doesn’t exist; it was just a 

campaign bribe. 

9) Fishel has no ability to live up to his responsibly to the Rav he calls his own, how will he fill his 

obligations to an entire Bais Din? 

10) Fishel is on record to have no desire to sit at one table with some of the other candidates (and elected 

members) for the Vaad Hakohol. 

11) Fishel is one of the four who signed on the Mesira in court against us, as the chairman of the board of 

the CHJCC. 

12) Fishel has shown no remorse, nor has he asked for Mechila from anyone. 

13) Fishel is on a campaign to win; For Mendy Hendel, against the people. 

14) Fishel Brownstein will bring with him through the backdoor, Sperlin, Poltorac, Hendel, etc. 

15) Fishel Brownstein will never get along with the other elected members in the current Vaad, his people 

will never allow it to happen. Remember, Fishel is not his own man. 

Think about what may happen to Crown Heights if Fishel Brownstein is elected. 

Vote for Rabbi Shea Hecht 

Shea Hecht has been a successful activist for close to 40 years. 
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Shea Hecht is respected by both current Rabbonim of our community. 

Shea Hecht is beloved by the younger generation in Crown Heights, because Shea cares. 

Shea Hecht has dedicated his entire life to helping Jews in need, especially in Crown Heights; just ask a friend 

or a neighbor. 

Shea Hecht commands the respect and admiration of officials in all echelons of government; he frequents the 

hallways of power in Washington, Albany and City Hall, and he is a close confidant of the Police commissioner. 

Shea Hecht has all the connections in government and social agencies, and he has used it to the maximum to 

help Crown Heights through the NCFJE, now he will use these connections to upgrade and improve the 

services and funding for the CHJCC. 

Shea Hecht is one of the people to whom the Crown Heights Jewish Community and the JCC in particular has 

turned to in every time of crisis and need. 

Shea Hecht is respected in all circles of Government and Jewish organizations and they are anxiously waiting 

to have a leader like Shea represent us to their organizations for increased support and cooperation. 

Shea Hecht is a member of one of the most respected Rabbinical families, and as such he understands what it 

means to build up the Rabbinate and their honor in Crown Heights. 

Shea Hecht is an experienced fundraiser and now that the community enters a new era of support for a fully 

staffed and fully equipped functioning Bais Din, Shea will be the one who will apply his experience to make 

this task possible. 

Conflict of interest? 

Many people are being mislead with a claim against Rabbi Shea Hecht, that if elected he will have a conflict of 

interest between serving his organization NCFJE and the CHJCC. 

We feel that it’s important for us to explain the fallacy of this claim. 

1) Nobody can take a dime out of programs that are destined for the CHJCC to any other cause. This is 

controlled and audited regularly by the government. 

2) Nobody can touch one dollar from other discretionary funds of the CHJCC without the approval of the 

majority of the board of directors, and this is controlled by the executive director. 

3) In the case of getting additional funds, Rabbi Shea Hecht has used all his connections very effectively for 

the benefit of NCFJE to the maximum; from hereon he can only use his contacts to upgrade the funding 

for the benefit of the CHJCC, after many years of neglect. 

4) Many Jewish organizations and governmental agencies have expressed interest and willingness in the 

past to offer grants for Crown Heights to the NCFJE through Rabbi Shea Hecht, when he saw a possible 

conflict of interest with the CHJCC he refused to touch a penny from these programs. 

5) Some agencies have complained in the past that Crown Heights is losing millions of dollars which are 

available in grants and programs to other Jewish neighborhoods and that the CHJCC has not been  
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pursuing these funds. Now they have expressed the hope that with a person like Rabbi Shea Hecht who 

has shown his savvy at applying and obtaining such funds, they will now happily work with him to help 

Crown Heights even further. 

So instead of spreading false rumors and statements that Rabbi Shea Hecht will use the CHJCC to enrich the 

NCFJE, it is clear that the opposite is true, Crown Heights and the CHJCC stands only to benefit from Rabbi 

ervices for the Crown Heights Jewish Community. 

Vote for Yossi Hackner 

Yossi Hackner is young and energetic. 

Yossi Hackner is building a future for himself and his children in Crown Heights. 

Yossi Hackner thinks out of the box of ways to improve the quality of life in Crown Heights. 

Yossi Hackner has an understanding of the Real Estate needs of Crown Heights. 

Yossi Hackner reaches out to outside sources to maximize help for Crown Heights. 

Vote for a better new Crown Heights. 

negative past. 

. 

 Fishel Brownstein, a vote for Brownstein is a backdoor vote for Poltorac, Sperlin, Hendel, Herzog 

and others, who have a vested interest in keeping the Bais Din weak and constantly embroiled in Machlokes. 

Vote for a united Bais Din. 

Vote for improved services to Crown Heights via the CHJCC. 

Vote Shea Hecht! 

Vote Yossi Hackner! 

Remember, vote Tuesday, July 6
th

 for Rabbi Shea Hecht and Yossi Hackner. You must 

vote for two out of three candidates only. One vote or three votes will invalidate your 

ballot. The elections will be held in the basement of 770. 

 

 

Rabbi Shmuel Plotkin    Dr. Zvi Lang    Moshe Rubashkin 


